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SUBJECT: INITIAL INPUT FOR GROUP AGRICULTURE REVIEW OF DRAFT 
STANDARDS CODE (WEEK OF JUNE 20, 1977) AND STANDARDS 
SUBGROUP MEETING (WEEK OF JUNE 27, 1977). 

1 . SUMMARY: WE SHOULD BUILD ON THE MOMENTUM OF THE 
AGREEMENT ON DEFINITIONS AT THE PREVIOUS STANDARDS 
SUBGROUP MEETING BY CONTINUING THE PRACTICE OF HOLD- 
ING SMALL, INFORMAL SESSIONS ON KEY ISSUES WHILE 
HOLDING THE NUMBER OF PLENARY SUBGROUP MEETINGS TO A 
MINIMUM. DURING THE GROUP AGRICULTURE REVIEW OF THE 
DRAFT CODE, THE US SHOULD MAINTAIN ITS POSITION THAT 
THERE ARE NO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES WITH THE APPLICA- 
TION OF THE CODE TO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND OFFER 
FIRM REBUTTALS TO THE ALLEGED DIFFICULTIES RAISED AT 
THE MARCH 1977 GROUP AGRICULTURE MEETING. END SUMMARY. 
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2. UPCOMING MEETING OF SUBGROUP ON STANDARDS THE WEEK 
OF JUNE 27, 1977, SHOULD BE UTILIZED TO HOLD INFORMAL 
BILATERAL/PLURILATERAL SESSIONS WITH KEY 
DELS ON SIGNIFICANT ISSUES NOT YET RESOLVED IN THE 
DRAFT CODE, WITH MINIMAL TIME SPENT IN THE FULL SUB 
GROUP SESSION. SUCH INFORMAL SESSIONS COULD BE ORGAN- 
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IZED BY THE US OR OTHER INTERESTED DELS WITH THE GOOD 
OFFICES OF THE GATT SECRETARIAT. EXAMPLES OF SOME 
ISSUES THAT COULD BE DISCUSSED AT THESE SESSIONS IN- 
CLUDE THE FOLLOWING: NATIONAL TREATMENT IN CERTIFICA- 
TION SYSTEMS; PREPARATION OF TECHNICAL REGULATIONS BY 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND LEVEL OF OBLIGATION FOR THOSE 
REGULATIONS; FIRST LEVEL OF OBLIGATION FOR CENTRAL GOV- 
ERNMENT STANDARDS; EMERGENCY CLAUSE; AND WHETHER ALL 
TECHNICAL REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS ARE TO BE PUBLISHED 
OR ONLY THOSE OF IMPORTANCE TO TRADE. IN ADDITION TO 
TRYING TO WORK OUT SOME OF THESE ISSUES, THE US COULD 
UTILIZE THE INFORMAL SESSIONS TO TRY TO PERSUADE KEY 
DELEGATIONS TO ACCEPT US PROPOSALS SUCH AS THE RETRO- 
ACTIVITY PROVISIONS AND THE EXAMPLES OF WHEN INTERNA- 
TIONAL STANDARDS MAY NOT BE APPROPRIATE FOR NATIONAL 
USE. IN ADDITION THE US DEL COULD OUTLINE ITS IDEAS 
CONCERNING THE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS OF THE CODE THEREBY LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR FUTURE WORK IN THIS AREA. THIS LATTER ISSUE WOULD 
BE PARTICULARLY TIMELY SINCE THE CANADIANS. WHO 
HAVE TABLED A DISPUTE SETTLEMENT MODEL IN SEVERAL OTHER 
MTN GROUPS AND SUBGROUPS. HAVE ALREADY ATTRACTED A NUM- 
BER OF SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS TO THEIR PROPOSAL. THUS, 

THEIR PROPOSAL HAS BECOME, DE FACTO, THE FOCUS OF ATTEN- 
TION OF MANY PARTICIPANTS. 

3. IN ADDITION TO SESSIONS WITH KEY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, 

WE COULD ALSO HOLD A SESSION WITH KEY DEVELOPING COUN- 
TRIES. THE PREVIOUS SUBGROUP MEETING GAVE A CLEAR SIG- 
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NAL THAT A SINGLE PARAGRAPH ADDRESSING THE ASPECT OF 
SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT FOR DEVELOPING COUN- 
TRIES IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THOSE COUNTRIES BY ITSELF. 

WE COULD EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF HAVING OTHER PROVI- 
SIONS IN THE CODE. IN ADDITION TO THE SINGLE PARAGRAPH 
THAT THE US HAS SUGGESTED, AND QUERY THE LDC'S ON WHERE 
SUCH ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS COULD BEST FIT SUCH AS IN 
THE PREAMBLE, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND DISPUTE SET- 
TLEMENT SECTIONS. 

4. ANOTHER USEFUL TOPIC THAT COULD BE EXPLORED IN THE 
OPEN MEETING AS WELL AS IN THE INFORMAL SESSIONS COULD 
BE ANY REACTIONS TO THE GROUP AGRICULTURE S REVIEW OF 
THE DRAFT STANDARDS CODE. ASSUMING THAT GROUP AGRICUL- 
TURE MEETS THE WEEK OF JUNE 20 PRIOR TO THE STANDARDS 
SUBGROUP MEETING IT WILL HAVE HAD TWO FULL SESSIONS DE- 
VOTED TO THIS TASK. 

5. AS WAS EVIDENCED IN THE DEFINITIONS EXERCISE COM 
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PLETED DURING THE PREVIOUS MEETING, INFORMAL SESSIONS 
ARE MUCH MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO GAINING AGREEMENT ON DELI- 
CATE ISSUES AMONG MAJOR PARTICIPANTS. IN ADDITION, 

HAVING SUCH INFORMAL MEETINGS ON THESE ISSUES WOULD 
AVOID THE NECESSITY FOR THE PARAGRAPH BY PARAGRAPH RE- 
VIEW IN THE FULL GROUP AND THE UNHELPFUL SITUATION 
WHICH AROSE AT THE PREVIOUS SUBGROUP MEETING WHERE 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IMPEDED PROGRESS BY EXTENSIVELY 
DISCUSSING S&D PROVISIONS IN EACH OF THESE PARAGRAPHS. 

6. GROUP AGRICULTURE REVIEW OF DRAFT STANDARDS CODE: 

THE US SHOULD REASSERT ITS VIEW THAT THERE ARE NO 
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES WITH THE APPLICABILITY OF THE 
CODE TO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. FURTHERMORE, THE US 
SHOULD OFFER FIRM REBUTTALS OF THE ALLEGED PROBLEMS 
RAISED AT THE MARCH 1977 GROUP AGRICULTURE MEETING, E.G. 
DUPLICATION OF WORK PERFORMED BY OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
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AGENCIES DEALING WITH AGRICULTURAL STANDARDS AND CERTI 
FICATIONS SYSTEMS; UTILITY OF DEFINITIONS DEVELOPED BY 
BODIES DEALING WITH AGRICULTURAL STANDARDS; APPLICABILITY 
OF CODE TO QUARANTINE SYSTEMS; AND ALLEGED UNIQUE- 
NESS" OF STANDARDS DEVELOPED FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 
THESE ISSUES ARE PRESENTED IN THE GATT SECRETARIAT DOCU- 
MENT COMPILING A LIST OF POINTS MADE AT THE PREVIOUS 
MEETING (MTN/AGAV/2 1 , MAY 26, 1977 BEING HAND-CARRIED 
TO WASHINGTON BY NEWKIRK). CULBERT 
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